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F H.R. 



{ Sight months ago, when Prance fell, and there was a possibility 
of German victory and a quick end tc the war, U.S. preparations got 
under way in dead earnest. The past 8 months have seen; 

- tremendous increase in war appropriations and in organiza¬ 
tion of the whole economy on a war footing; 

- work started on a program to double naval power, and 8 sites 
for naval bases in the Atlantic and Caribbean acquired; 

- the calling up of the Rational Guard, military conscription, 
a training program to create an army of 4 million; 

- an increase of war materials tc England and China to insure 
the continuation - of hostilities; 

- an increase of anti-C-erman and anti-Japanese propaganda and 
mounting tension, especially with the latter. 

The broad outlines of U.S. policy can be summed up; 1) keep the 
war gcingto exhaust both sides, and make U.S. supreme arbiter i n 
Europe; 2) use England's difficulties to force concessions - the de- 
strcyers-bases deal; 3) drive all imperialist rivals out cf South A- 
meriea, and bring it under the U.S. thumb -"hemisphere defense"; 4) 
conquer an Asiatic empire; 5) use the war and pcst-war period to get 
large sections of the British empire; 6) destroy the Soviet Union. 

The U.S. cannot achieve world domination without destroying in 
seme way the empire of British imperialism. The British.imperialists 
rule an empire cf over 480 million people - or mere than the empires 
of all other imperialists put together. The war opens the possibil¬ 
ity cf acquring sections cf it by means of socalled "support"cf Bri¬ 
tain. Hew this can work is clarified by a review of the relations of 
the English and Trench imperialists. In 1900, Britain and Trance, 
then the 2 biggest imperialists cn earth, were in conflict over a 
number of colonial plums. By a series of deals they "settled" their 
differences and combined in an Entente Cordiale against the common 
danger cf the rising German imperialists. In the 1914-18 war, Brit¬ 
ain managed tc shift the greater burden onto Trance. After the war, 
France was in the position of England's catspaw. World War II saw 
the fall of Trench imperialism and immediately following its fall in 
1940, armed clashes between Trench and British over the Trench emp¬ 
ire . 

A somewhat similar development- is taking place between the U.S. 
and British imperialists. It is basically affected by the tact that 
today the imperialist powers are all on the ski ds« Where Trance a,nd 
Britain had 14 years tc work out an alliance '.ran imperialism was 
still expanding, today the imperialist economics have been decaying 
f»r years. The method of conquering by "supporting" today offers 
much fewer possibilities} the 40 year development between France and 
Britain will be compressed into a few years. We will see in the 
near future military action between U.S. and British imperialism ov¬ 
er control of sections cf the British empire - current "Ang.U>~Sax.-'Jj 
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Brotherhood" propaganda notwithstanding, 

.Essential to this procedure is continuation of the imperialist 
war in Europe, U.S, imperialism allowed the king-pin of British 
control on the continent - France - to fall Before German imperial¬ 
ism.without taking decisive action. The U.S. must give Britain suf¬ 
ficient materials to avert the consolidation of a European Bloc und¬ 
er. German hegemony. With its exclusion from continental sources, 
Britain is now dependent on the U.S. for iron ore and Bauxite (alum¬ 
inum ere) - 2 essentials without which she cannot fight. 3ritain 
will get enough of these and other materials to keep on fighting in 
return for more economic and military concessions to U.S. imperial¬ 
ism. But the amount of this aid so far given has Been greatly mag¬ 
nified in the press. 


What is not widely known is that U.S. is also supplying Germany 
with enuf material to continue fighting. Thru Spain, France, Russia, 
By Italian airline across the South Atlantic a steady stream of cop¬ 
per, tungsten, molybdenum, radium, industrial diamonds, cotton, oil, 
crystals, rubber, airplane parts, machine tools, material for glyce¬ 
rine, have Been going to Germany. 


O VEN DICTATO R S !-!IP 

The tremendous difficulties facing the U.S. imperialists i n 
carrying out their program require centralisation of Authority.Ban¬ 
ger of workers' revolt, the need for quick shifts of tactics, the 
delicate problem of helping England to exhaust itself, and at the 
same time grant concessions, require abandonment of the conventional 
bourgeois democratic methods. HR 1776 - the "lend-lease" bill., givr 
ing the President power to get whatever he thinks necessary and dis¬ 
pose of it to any country, and power to forbid strikes which might 
interfere - is the form this centralization is taking. 


The political and military strategy of U.S. imperialism points 
to concentration of military action in the Far East in a Bid to grab 
control of the rich resources and markets of Asia, A defensive line 
of Bases has been established in the Atlantic and the striking power 
of the fleet kept in the Pacific. There are indications that anoth¬ 
er deal is being discussed concerning use of Singapore by the U.S. 
fleet. Attempts are being made to reach an understanding with the 
Soviet burocracy and use them as a catspaw. If these attempts suc¬ 
ceed, the USSR will be further weakened. If the Soviet burooracy 
makes a deal with the Japanese imperialists, the stage will be set 
for US military action against Russia as part of a watf with Japan. 


A question-mark is set against this whole 'policy by the w° r :J- ^ 
proletariat. The revolutionary upheavals which will be caused d y 
the misery and horrors of the war in Europe will require U.S. in c - 
rent!on to save the capitalist aytm. The working elw. has 
power tc sweep this whole policy of greed, 
into the historical ashean. 


i w O I xb_L UK 7 

'treachery and oppression 
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I AKiT )Amsterdam workers, despite the danger 
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of imprisonment 

and execution, went on strike* German imperialism 1 sme¬ 
thod of solving the situation has been to clap direct military rule 
over iJorth Holland and order the strikers back immediately* Since 
strike began with the municipal workers and then spread to pri- 


the 


vate concerns, it may become more than a problem of military admini¬ 
stration. 



AAnV^rr^) lf you esca pe Slaughter in this war, then 
r/\t/Vv_n / VIL/K w V. v- h>you must be a dangerous radical. Which is¬ 
n't bad reasoning considering what an eye-opener this man’s war is. 
A boat to take Spanish refugees, interned in Concentration camps, 
to Mexico, has been refused permission to dock at British ports. In 
war language this means that if the British see it, they'll sink it. 
After all, it's so much easier and safer to keep them in concentra¬ 
tion camps - Hitler's or Petain’s or Churchill's, what’s the differ¬ 
ence? _ 



W 

The Trotskyite "4th International" is minus its American sec¬ 
tion, The Socialist Workers Party has severed affiliation be- 


U.S. 

cause there's a bill against it* It's all 

revolution, BUT-• Maybe they figure the 

thout their "international" anyway. 


right to speak 
workers can get 


of world 
along wi- 



ENGLAND ITtV* 


n the footsteps of the German women who rio- 


ration lines because of the miserable food , 
women picketed the hotel where Wilikie was lunching. So as not t o 
disturb his digestion, police "removed" the pickets. Also, the food 
stores have been told to employ extra guards in order to stop the 
wave cf food robberies. The idyllic press reports of everyone figh¬ 
ting, starving and dying for dear old England seem to be somewhat 
exaggerated. Probably they didn't want to make us unhappy. 



* E MPIRE'T^T^I. 


of the Jamaican longshoremen and Sullivan of 
the Canadian Seamen's Union are in concentration camps 
for leading strikes for higher wages and better living conditions.lt 
is not reported what the British labor "leaders" have done about it. 
They must be too busy seeing that labor at home doesn't strike. 





The United Press reported on November 22, 1940 from Athens 
that: ''Hews of Koritza's fall, given to several thousand Italian 

prisoners, in camps here, started off a spontaneous demonstration. 
Anti-fascist Italians sang 'Bandiera Rosa', the Italian revolutiona¬ 
ry song. 1 ' At the outbreak of the Italian-Greek v/ar, it was repor¬ 
ted by International Hews Service (Hearst) that large sections of 
the Albanian militia took the arms issued them upon mobilization, 
went home and started a revolt against Italian rule in Albania. Si¬ 
milar sentiments in Mussolini's African army are indicated by the 
victories of the Australian army there. 

.18 years of grinding poverty, oppression and terror under Muss¬ 
olini's fascist regime have not squelched the class consciousness or 
the revolutionary spirit of the Italian workers. Reports were curr¬ 
ent of the bombardment of Italian troops from the rear in an effort 
to make them fight for their masters. But the wide-spread convic¬ 
tion among the soldiers that this is not their war, completely dis¬ 
rupted the plans of the Italian imperialists. 

The Albanian campaign was planned by Italy as a move to in¬ 
crease Italian influence in the Balkans and balance the advantages 

gained by her "friends", the German imperialists in achieving domi¬ 
nation of Hungary and Rumania. It has resulted in the Italian impe¬ 
rialists calling on the Germans for help. 

G REEKS NEXT ? 

This result must be credited not to the British imperialists, 

not to the Greek dictatorship set up by Metaxas, not to the coward - 

ice of the Italian troops, but entirely to the rev olutionary action 
of the masses involved. The revolutionary sentiments are bound to 
spread to the Greek troops and awaken them to the fact that their 
main enemy is not the Italian worker or peasant in uniform but the 
British puppet government of Greece. The Greek troops will begin to 
realize that their first job is to clean out the dictatorship whic h 
Metaxas installed. 

British help to Greece consisted mainly in annexing Greek terr¬ 
itory for fleet bases by the Royal Navy. The navy needed the bases 
for the operations it was already conducting against Italy. This 
should therefore be characterized as Greek aid to Britain! 

The British imperialists are willing to resist Italian imperia¬ 
lism to the last drop of Greek and Australian blood. But for all 
• their imperial might, they . have proved themselves a thousand times 
less effective in causing Italian fascist defeats than the revolutlo'- 
nary spirit and actions of the Italian and Albanian masses. 
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RING PROSPERITY? 


Thousands, millions, billions* Add an;/ number of zeroes to any 
number and you have the cost of war production or the amount of war 
profits. Everything, they say, is at or near capacity. Factories 


long idle. 


are now 


•oing* Industry's illness is over, they tell us. 


But what of the 9 million unemployed? 
Trui ~ ■’ 1 ■’ ' ' 

act: 

palliat i 

employed since last July. 
will reach its peak 
find woi 


,v 


The othe 


ast July. He estimated that by July 1941 employment 
eak . Which means that at most, 2 million more will 
Dther 7 million are left to starve or be shot. 


What about wages? Congress has before it bills, (1) for the 7* 
day week with 5-day pay; and ( 2 ) for the 6-day week instead of 5-day, 
no extra, pay for overtime 
to kill 2 birds with one stunt; iaua we • re 


\ W w VV V_/ *1* x u. v WV V- ~ — -/ 

In other words the capitalists are trying 

Keen emu- 


kill 2 birds with one stone (and we’re both of them) 


loyment. down; 


make us 


pay for their prosperity 


FORTUNE magazine plugs for higher taxes. It’s simple by thei r 
system. Prices will be raised, demand then is lowered and inflation 


but they should worry! 

0 3 ! 


The COMMERCIAL & FI- 


prevented. We eat les; 
lTAHCIAL CHRONICLE proposes to raise seme of the $15 billion capital 
needed thru selling bonds tc the public (Liberty Leans) rather than 
If we shell out instead of the poor starving bankers, 
Prevent inflation. 


to banks, 
they hope 


They want to adjust the system at cur expense. But they tried 
it in the last war, unsuccessfully. Production hit capacity - not 
as much as we could eat, but as much as we could buy - and then pri¬ 
ces bccmedJ 

MAK[NG_ TH E PEOPLE PA Y 

V/hat about the ’’American way of life" - such as it is? Willthe 
capitalists try tc maintain present living- standards? . Says TRUSTS & 
ESTATES, in an article entitled "Must Peace Ruin Capital?" (•y») s 
Most plants and tools built fer war materials will be useless for 
production or expansion. shields cf Irving Trust says 
the arms boom brings no material increase- in living standards f 
the emphasis is not on consumer’s goods. . FORTUNE too sajis 
...u-ci. pulley incomes increase faster than production 01 consumer 
goods, and prices .therefore rise. They make no bones about 11 . 
it’s a means cf making the people pay for the war." 

The last war cost $32 billion. A little over 60% was £ais|d. 
by letting the capital plant of the country run down, i.e. * 


peacetime 
that 
because 
that money 
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hospitals built, etc, 30$ was raised by production of less consu¬ 
mer's goods and reduced living standards. Only 10$ represented an 
actual increase in "production'. 

Defending the "American way of life" becomes a dubious proposi¬ 
tion when we realize that our present miserable wage is to be cut 
still more. The foremost business men and "economists" agree that 
(1) industry can produce enough jobs; (2) the boom is really a wage 
cut; (3) less will be produced to feed and clothe society. 

Then what's the shooting for? To keep a rotten, creaking econ¬ 
omy going. With the increase of machinery and decrease of workers 
needed for an operation, the capitalist's percentage of profit goes 
down. He must pay labor less and less in relation to what is prod¬ 
uced, in order to make a profit. The markets at home and the fields 
of investment become exhausted. So the capitalist class keeps try¬ 
ing to grab some place else to get cheap labor and raw materials. 
But whatever new territory is acquired the song and dance begins all 
over again. 


DEAD-EN D 

But they've about reached the limit - and they know it. The 
capitalists fear the results of this shot-in-the-arm expansion. 
They've been banking on the war to get them out of the red. But 
they know that once the war 3tops, heaven help the economy. 

Only war orders are keeping up the volume of export trade. "In 
fact," says Dr, Irwin of the American Institute of Banking, "we have 
reached the stage where.,.we need to fear the coming of a sudden 
peace,.," Brother Shields thinks that the end of the European war 
would bring cancellation of orders, FORTUNE points out that "The 
thunderheads built up by the prospects of indefinitely continuing a 
federal deficit in time of peace have given place to a bright cheer¬ 
ful sky engendered by the possibility of war." (Emphasis ours) 

The entire output of the machine tool industry in 1941 will be 
used for defense. And after the war, the "bright cheerful sky" will 
give place to the same terrible slump they had up to now. 

Something else emerges to trouble the capitalist horizon. Mon¬ 
key with price control, regulation of inflation as they will, they 
can't plan their economy. For example, there's a shortage of skill¬ 
ed labor - a "bottleneck". AH these years they haven't trained 
workers. What noble capitalist in this money-grabbing system was 
going to volunteer to sacrifice some profits while he taught labor? 

They had the same experiences in the last war. Farms were rai¬ 
ded, cities crowded with workers. And when the post-war depression 
came, the workers were stuck. Now the capitalist economists say to 
avoid this happening all over again would be the work of a genera¬ 
tion, They had a generation! 
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i And still anotner storm-cloud. After this war, even should 
the U.3. coiiie out on top, the only way to prevent the economy from 
■blowing up will be thru enforced restriction of production, greater 
subsidy to industry, etc. "But in the 20's.private enterprise did 
revive to push up to new heights of prosperity. Could it do so ag¬ 
ain? If we are to believe evidence submitted before the TNEC,.., 
that the forces of private enterprise are exhausted, it could not... 
The answer then might be to continue the level of war expenditures 
into the peace; to pass over definitely to the... corporative state. 
It may be that this is a sacrifice that another great war would ex¬ 
act..." In short, the American capitalist class is fully prepared 
to pull fascism out of the hat when the war is over - if not before. 

Tho not yet a belligerent, the U.3. bankers and industrialists 
are worried about the outcome. How will the U.S., if victorious, be 
able to organize an impoverished world? The stocks of capital in 
Europe will be destroyed, says the COMMERCIAL & FINANCIAL CHRONICLE. 
In order to export to the U.3., every nation in Europe would first 
have to buy or import from it. But where will these countries get 
the money to buy with? They would first have to sell to the U.S. 
Round and round she goes! 


In their journals and conferences the capitalists are asking: 
How can revolution be averted? "The era of political disturbance s 
will not be finished at the close of the war...The best protection 
against its consequences is solid community of interests betv/een 
joint owners, both American and foreign." (FORTUNE) 


They can't answer it. Their temporary solution is war and fas¬ 
cism, Me don't have to accept that. Me can try running society t o 
see that consumer's goods and not guns are produced. Me can make cur 
profits better living conditions. Me can plan production not forwar 
but for humanity. - 


BRITAIN REGIMENTS 
WORKERS STRIKE 


"Since the extension of industrial conscription last summer, 
real wages of armament workers in most factories have fallen...Work¬ 
ers are forced to work a seven day week to gain a bare living wage," 
states 'JAR COMMENTARY (London). "At 3 p.m. on Jan. 14 2 sections of 
the Handley Page London aircraft works staged a 'sit down' strike, 
by 3:30 p.m. the whole works had spontaneously supported the strike. 
The workers returned on the morning of the 15th to resume the strike 
...They decided to resume work on the setting up of a ^orks Confer¬ 
ence (to discuss complaints), to resume the struggle in piecemeal 
fashion and to organize for further action. 


400 Clyneside shipbuilding apprentices struck for higher wages. 
Glasgow dock workers refused to agree to regimentation. So the gov¬ 
ernment took control of shipping and shipbuilding, just as the Germ¬ 
an bosses did in 1933. Hitler-Churchili, brothers under the skin] 
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You can't strike against the government - any government. "£>-.u 
can’t strike against defense. You can’t strike - well, leave it at 
that - you can’t strike. That’s Hew York in the reign of Fiorello 
the First. 


Then there’s the radicals. The purge is on in Brooklyn College 
It has "been conclusively proved that the Communist Party had a cell 
there, that- the cell was a CP cell, that the cell members were CP 
members. Hew revelations are expected, and the town may be startled 
any day by proof that the cell members supported the C.P. Meanwhile 
any professor or student v/ho dares to oppose war is automatically 
proven to be a paid agent of Stalin. 

That is all very well, but it’s light stuff. No real power. 
Our Republican-Democratic-Socialist-American Labor-Fusion mayor cant 
really get going till he gets a union. Any union, but especially a 
left union. 

There’s the Transport Workers Union, Quill's outfit. Quill 
helped put LaGuardia in, but the rest of the union doesn't deserve 
it. The TWU had the IRT, BMT, and Els signed up - closed shop. So 
the city took over the subways and tore down the Els. Incidentally, 
it turned a bunch of bankrupt tinware into a fat profit produced, 
laid off men by the hundreds, and will probably end the 5/zf fare. 
But that was gust a by-product. 

The city immediately ended the closed shop. 7/hen the IRT shops 
threatened strike to enforce their contract, the city's reply was 
that it would not recognize such a strike, the men would lose jobs 
and senority. The union leaders backed down at the 11th hour. Pre - 
viously, the city refused any contract cn the Independent. 

But don't get the Flowerlet wrong. He's still a great liberal, 
and if you don’t believe it, ask Antonelli. He’s fighting to the 
last ditch against drafting the cops. And if that isn't a real 
stroke for the rights of the soldiers, what is? 

But more and more workers are getting sore. This defense busi¬ 
ness wears pretty thin, and strikes are more common than at the turn 
of the season. A few more "you can't strikes", and New York labor 
may have some unpleasant surprises for our kindly patrons. It might 
turn out that we can, after all. 


nMr tm ;.pry>f the conscripts called, rejected by doctors.’ 
L.//V l I f~l IKLJ 0 f the nation’s manhood is net fit to be cannon- 
fodder! No wonder Roosevelt was so worried about "one-third of the 
nation, ill-housed, ill-clothed and ill-fed"! 
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In early autumn, Mexico held her presidential elections, amid 
the well-bred sneers of the U.S. press* Oh November 6, the U.S. ra¬ 
tified them, and Avila Camacho was recognized definitely as Presid¬ 
ent. Prom the first, the rival candidate, Almazan openly staked his 
chances on U.S. recognition, while liberals freely stated that if 
Camacho got White House recognition, Almazanismo would collapse. 

The fact is that the struggle in Mexico is the same struggle 
that raged in Spain. But in Mexico, that fight is not crushed. A 
bourgeois "solution" has not been reaohed. The Mexican workers and 
peasants have kept up a valiant struggle for their rights, while the 
bourgeois government has sold them cut under revolutionary phrases. 
The situation cannot be "solved" on the basis of the national bour¬ 
geoisie for it is only a puppet of Wall Si. Mexican bourgeois poli¬ 
tics are so closely tied to the U.S. as to be a reflection cf it. 
The Camacho-Almazan fight was hardly more than a shadow of the Roos- 
evelt-Willkie campaign. 

The U.S. got this position by armed might primarily; since 1848 
there has been no 20 years without American armed intervention. To¬ 
day, the U.S. controls Mexican industry, U.S. companies dominate 
chicle, hennequin and sisal in the south, cattle in the north. Am¬ 
erican Smelting rules Mexican mining. Despite expropriation, the 
U.S. continues to rule Mexican oil. 

Further, the U.S. silver policy, which stabilizes Mexican gov¬ 
ernment finance., but at the cost of bringing it 100% under the doll¬ 
ar. The U.S. could, by raising the price, haul the peso's base out 
from under it; or, by dropping it, create uncontrolled inflation. 
While merely a reserve weapon, this was, in fact, once used to keep 
China in line. 

PASSING THEBUCK 

The millions of workers and peasants found their crisis all the 
worse because the U.S, passed its burden on to Mexico. Cardenas 
succeeded in derailing their movement into support of his plan, pat¬ 
terned after the New Deal. It was made up in essence of "labor" de¬ 
magogy, The "industrial, : militant" CTM leaders replaced the old 
CROM. Government arbitration boards and social security, "socialist" 
education in the schools, "expropriation" of foreign industry and 
land division were promised. What actually occurred? 

The arbitration board, broke the 1936 railroad strike in 30 mi¬ 
nutes, and has since busted strikes in American Smelting, in U.S.- 
owned utility plants, in the Ford oornany. When iron-workers struck 
at Ciudad Madiero in Februar' 1 ” 193F.. Cardenas was able to force the 
union to penalize them for "o'Lctagt", Today, the Government Dept. 
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of Posts, Telegraphs and Public Works, refuses to observe the wage- 
hour laws, or even grant sick leave. 

As for social security, the oil workers, for example, are to 
lose their social security funds now, to pay off the U.S. oil com¬ 
panies. The land policy did not seriously affect any big planta¬ 
tion interest. It succeeded in raising agricultural products' 
prices 50$ while dropping production 11% between 1931-39 - a very 
nice gain for the banks to take back the increased wages of labor. 

Industrially, Cardenas had faced a sharp crisis. Railroad, 
oil and most of mining, along with agriculture, were in full de¬ 
cline. They had to be subsidized; the workers had to be made to 
pay the cost, and at the same time be given "concessions". The 
nationalization policy was the result. 

In the railroads, workers' administration" has meant wagecuts 
and longer hours to bring the property into repair, with Cardenas 
stating frankly that any union defense of its rights is to be consi¬ 
dered sabotage of labor's (•) interests. And since the government is 
firmly for compensation to the former owners, the workers face the 
prospect of paying off any fabulous amount set. If, indeed, the in¬ 
dividual capitalists don't take the lines back bodily. 

“ SOCIALIZED PRODUCTI ON" 

In oil, the case is even clearer. Under private management, 
daily production was 112,661 barrels; daily wages were 235,000 pe¬ 
sos. Under the government, production was 126,539 and wages were 
206,600 - 14,000 barrels more a day for $15,000 less. But the in¬ 
dustry ran a loss of 60,000,000 pesos! The Oil Workers Union has 
released figures proving where the main loss lay: The "expropriat¬ 
ed" U.S. oil companies bought the oil under cost of production! 

Today, net only oil workers, but railroad men and others face 
wage cuts, there is a 15 % lay-off at the wells, and the social se¬ 
curity funds are to be cut into - to pay off the oil companies a- 
gain. Nor is this all. Independent U.S. oil companies continue 
to operate; Cardenas broke a strike for them at the La Cosma pla¬ 
nt. And Cardenas threatens today to dissolve the Oil Workers Union 
Convention, and mobilizes troops in the fields against "agitation" , 
because the workers protest this highway robberyl 

Repeated sell-outs has weakened, but not broken the labor move¬ 
ment. The war in Europe intensified the crisis, and forced the cap¬ 
italists to move even faster. Mexico found herself with markets cut 
off, and made up the difference out of the peasants' and workers' 
hides. Their losses have caused a 25$ drop in the woolen goods pro¬ 
duction, a 40$ drop in shoes. Stores are denying credits to workers. 

Moreover, militarization is being pushed. Mexico must aid Un¬ 
cle Sam with men as well as cash and oil. Conscription is being 
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put over. It is openly stated that Camacho signalizes the end. of 
the "Inbcrist' 1 period, and a return 'to open conservative capitalist 
domination, Tne assassination of Trotsky was used as an excuse for 
a crusade against ''Communist assassins" which reached all workers, 
even some close to Trotsky's group, Foledano was shaken out of pow¬ 
er, and the CTM in turn set about purging "Stalinists". 

For U.S. capital, the Almazan-Camacho campaign worked likeama- 
chine. While Almazan rallied the reaction, rurned the most backward 
masses against the labor movement by blaming their plight on "commu¬ 
nism", Camacho turned the government directly against labor. 

But Mexican workers are still ready to fight. Strikes are 
threatened in the government departments. Oil and Railroad sections 
are issuing manifestos denouncing their leaders. The Council of the 
CTM itself is forced to take a strong (verbal) stand on war. The 
bourgeois drive is sure to run into tough resistance. Mexican labor 
is in a strong position. It has had 8 years cf training? 'peasant and 
worker are closely knit. Faced with war, the bosses are unable to 
maneuver as carefully as in Spain. A revolutionary party, standing 
for real nationalization of land, expropriation of all capitalists, 
and workers control under a government of workers councils, can well 
appear and triumph. - 

FREE ODELL ^-WALLER 

Odell Waller, Negro sharecropper, has been condemned to die by 
the landlords of Virginia because he dared to demand his rights. 

Davis, Waller's landlord, cheated him, evicted his mother and 
wife, threatened his life when he asked for his share. Waller came 
to ask again, and when Davis reached for his gun pocket, fired in 
seif defense. Davis subsequently died in the hospital from a col¬ 
lapsed lung. Waller was tried in a lynch atmosphere by a lily-white 
jury of 10 landlords, a business man and a carpenter. Sharecroppers 
were excluded because they have to pay a poll-tax to serve. 

That a powerful defense movement has not been built is d\ie to 
the sabotage of the socalled labor leaders. Right now, the Revolu¬ 
tionary Workers League (FW) and Workers Defense League each claim to 
represent Waller. But they have shown themselves unable and unwill¬ 
ing to organize mass pressure. The KWL concentrated on negotiations 
with the WDL which demanded sole jurisdiction. Fearful that the WDL 
would succeed, the RWL called a united front meeting in Chicago . 
The Waller Defense Committee was set up, but the RWL killed it thru 
inactivity and use of the name for its .sectarian ends. The WDL is ocn- 
cerned solely with the legal and financial aspects. They called a 
united front - excluding all political organizations I - in Chicago. 

The Communist Workers Group participated in the Waller Defens e 
Committee while it existed. We now urge all workers, Negro and white, 
not to let Waller be victimized] Build a united front of all workers 
organizations to free Waller] 
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One year ago the world's wheat supply was the largest on record. 
Today, the peoples of Europe face famine. Yet nowhere has the "boss 
press described the condition or summed up the war as it affects the 
peoples’ living conditions. Much easier to speak of national defense 
against a mythical attacker or of dying on the field of battle for 
the "American way of life". 

Y7ere armistice to be declared tomorrow, the effects couldn't be 
averted. 60 million men have been withdrawn from production in Eur¬ 
ope - 30 million are in arms, 30 million more are in arms factories. 
Whatever modern machinery was heretofore used to ease man’s labor is 
also at war - or can't operate because there's no gasoline. Fertile 
fields have been trampled on. Thousands are homeless. Transporta¬ 
tion and distribution have been disrupted. And on top of all this -- 
last winter was long and hard, followed by severe spring floods. 

Despite bombing of Britain, it is the people of the continen t 
who are suffering most - due to the British blockade. Before the war 
Europe (excluding England) imported 96^ of its livestock fodder. 
Where is butter, cream, milk, sheese, beef to come from now? It's 
been estimated that thirty 9000-ton freighters each bearing enuf for 
350,000 people, making monthly trips, are needed to supply the popul¬ 
ation of Southern France alone. So acute is the situation that bour¬ 
geois journalists speak in terms of how well a country will be able 
to feed itself. Which means that the best to be expected is ersatz 
products. 

In the basic food there is stark, staring shortage. The wheat- 
harvest was 400 million bushels short. Military operations are ex¬ 
pected to cut off a few million more. 

Norway, Denmark and Holland which used to import grain are now 
cut off. Norway for example, had no time to plant and reap before 
the long Northern winter set in. Germany's reserves will be 24 mill¬ 
ion bushels short. She used to import from Argentina, hut now has to 
rely on the USSR and the Balkans. And the Balkans were unable t o 
plant because of lack of manpower and the weather. Hungary has been 
on short rations since last February. Belgium's fields of grain - 
and sugar-beet - were ruined by warfare- on her soil. France's re¬ 
serves were already depleted before Germany took her over. 

Next in importance to grain are fats. And it's the same story. 
Denmark, the great source of dairy product for Europe, was importing 
feed concentrates for the cattle. Germany used to import 44 % of her 
fats. These products are now needed - and there is no supply. 
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And on the other side of the ocean sits the richest country in 
the world. With "surpluses” of 288 million bushels of wheft, 57 5 mil- 
ion bushels of corn, and pork and lard and almost everything else. 
How to get rid of too much - that’s the U.S. problem. In a sensible 
setup, the answer would be to give it to the starving people at home 
and abroad. But that would be contrary to the American way of lifei 
Starving Europe is a natural for the U.S. capitalists. They'll sell 
what they can as high as they can, and burn the rest. 

What will be the result? The peoples’ oonflition was already 
weakened. The workers and peasants were bearing the burden of years 
of plunder by the bourgeoisie. Famine today will aggravate this si¬ 
tuation so that long after the war is over, sickfiese will take its 
toll. The last war oaused 35,000 deaths from tuberculosis in Aust - 
ria alone• 


AN ACT OF COD ? 

It would be difficult indeed to call this famine an "act of 
God". The means to transport food, to grow it in abundance exist. 
Capitalism developed the technique. Now it is bu$y scrapping it. It 
has made of the world an economic unit. Now it is busy disrupting it. 
Faced by the British blockade, the countries will have to develop 
"self-sufficiency". That means starving ttie workers on less and in¬ 
ferior foods. 


Those who see anything progressive in either imperialism*smoves 
are acting as aids to the war. Germany's cortquestsi are no move to u- 
nify the continent, but to establish a base #or German capitalism to 
continue. Germany is withdrawing vital products from conquered ter¬ 
ritory. This is no raise in standards. It'© a gesture to quiet the 
workers at home. Germany will be able to aldmiuister her conquests 
only thru further disrupting their economig» 2 $ and putting the whole 
working class of Europe on a still lower level of existence. 


It ’ 
be used 


s been said that if 
for guns by Germany, 
try. The problem of feeding Europe 
ation, distribution, planning 
out of the capitalists’ hands. 
"Peace" on their terms will be 
Viother Versailles. The victo r 
imperialist will strip the 
victim, and the burden will be 
loaded onto the workers. 


foodstuffs were s4e nt to Europe^ they’d 
That's true - of g®ny imperialist coun¬ 
is the probl am of taking cultiv- 


Peace and bread are the 
burning questions for the Eur¬ 
opean workers. But to achieve 
that requires a perspective 
for a SOVIET UNITED STATES OF 
EUROPE. 


CHARITY Wiy tt A CAPITAX £ 

"If we but adequately & n d immediate- 
ly give those figlhtjing men of Brit¬ 
ain merely the equipment with which 
they can win, we dlaln make democracy 
not a dying doctriny but an expand¬ 
ing doctrine and W‘e o an be the arb^. 
itrators . we o&n be € he_ d ictato _ r _ s , 


there shall 


determine 
■peace where 
live und- 


all men have Uhe joight to 
er f retidom.. * * 2/13/41) 
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BLACKOUT ON SCIENCE 


Not only can one show retardation on the subject of life in re 
researches on viruses but in every sub-field associated with the 
broad topic of life. Generally, it can be stated that the policy of 
the bourgeoisie is as follows on the question of life; 


1* They will discourage the synthesis of life substance (it has 
not been done yet) because such work would negate the religious tea¬ 
ching of God making life. 

2. If in an isolated research, not originally intended to cov¬ 
er the broad subject of life, a guy hits upon a possible hint for 
the synthesis of life, it will be shelved too. 

3. If in an isolated research on life or any other subject, 
the discoverer hits upon something which injures some big industry, 
that will be shelved too. This applies to all forms of research. 


Now for a few examples to prove this: 

1. G W Crile came out with.a theory on life which was pretty 
close to the possible truth. In his works (summarized in his book, 
"The Phenomenon of Life") he shows how he synthesized a cell. But 
it was not a true synthesis, i.e., to achieve a true synthesis, the 
experimenter must synthesize all his substances. Crile used salts 
with brain juice - fluid of the brain. The latter made the ex¬ 
periment not completely valid. Its value, however, was that it was 
the first time such cells were made, and they reacted like real ones. 
So what happened? Was he given a grant to continue his researches? 
When his contract was up, he had to scurry for a job. Today, he has 
a job with a fishery concern because his electrical theory of cond¬ 
uctivity - relation between liver and brain - aids the calculation of 

the amount of oil in an oil bearing fish. There is no more work on 

the life question, Pish take up all his time. 

A man by the name of Rashevsky theoretically defined life. 
It's a tough job to do that. He was the first one. At that time he 
worked for Westinghouse and ground out documents wholesale. All of 
them good. After a few years of this nonsense, Rashevsky had to 
look for a job. In the first place he wasn’t making any dough for 
Westinghouse; in the second place, he touched a ticklish subject. 
Today, he is a prbf. at Chi. U. teaching bio-physics. But he per¬ 
sists in teaching his theories. The beautiful part is that very few 

guys are in his class because the training needed is too great for 

the average student. So his classes are as sparse as Einstein’s be¬ 
fore he became a matinee idol. So that’s safe. And if somebody 
tries to carry out Rashevsky's line, he needs dough. Let him try 
and get it, Rashevsky is smart, too. In addition to teaching his 
theory, he also teaches psychology from a physical chemical point of 
view. Soon, he will have to shift the axis of the work to psycholo¬ 
gy rather than the stuff he has been teaching. 
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A man by the name of A L Herrera of Mexico emulated cells with 
non-protein matter. He did. that about 10 years ago. Today he is at 
the same place as before. Of course the dangerous point is i If 
life substances can exist in other forms than we know (proteins and 
carbon compounds) then maybe life isn't so mysterious. He is being 
attacked just as Einstein was when he first came cut with the theory 
of relativity. But whereas Einstein itt 15 years found the entire 
scientific world defending him, nobody defends Herrera. Crile and 
Rashevsky do defend his position by defending their own. Herrera's 
grant was up years ago and I don't know where he is now. No mere 
work is being done on the subject. 

2 & 3. The filterable virus case...is in point. Some PhD’s 
were interested to find why tobaoco leaves get sick and ruin a crop. 
They...found that a virus infested the juice of the leaf and that 
virus ruined it and also produced cancer in animals. That accounted 
for many cancer cases on the part of heavy smokers. Bey, did that 
company withdraw that grant quicklyiJ Also the rest of the capital¬ 
ists would want to forget about it for the reason that research on 
the virus is close to research on life. The virus is a sort of mis¬ 
sing link between early forms of life and Complicated protein molec¬ 
ules which are needed for life. What's more, the virus is a protein 
very close to the heaviest protein particles. The more we learn ab¬ 
out it, the closer we come to the idea that life is a for m cf prot¬ 
ein reactions and has nothing to do with a particular "tiling" needed 
in life. Scientists reject the latter, but they are so tied up to the 
bourgeoisie that they can't support too much work on the above sub¬ 
jects, they simply get fired...Cancer is intimately associated with 
viruses. Too much work on cancer involves researches on protein co¬ 
ming dangerously close to life, so - they quit altogether. Now if a 
guy can invent a means cf destroying viruses without understanding 
what it's all about, good and well. An example is X-ray treatment . 
One needn't know a thing about the nature cf the virus to kill i t 
with X-ray and radium rays. But the real research is taboc because 
it touches a delicate subject, - PROM A LETTER 

-send-your-letter-in-too- 

P RO T E S T Ml L IT ARY _ J_ IM-CROW 

Chicago - 300 Negroes paraded against discrimination in the army. 
The Chicago Defender line dominated, and reduced the real resentment 
against the war plans to a plea for .national unity. Workers' organ¬ 
izations were barred from carrying their banners. 

In World War I, the U.S. command warned the French not to treat 
Negro troops as equals because they were considered socially inferi¬ 
or in the U.S. Today the same rigid class and color lines are kept. 
All white officers" jim-orow units; dirtiest jobs given to Negroes- 

Wide-spread sentiment against defending a jim-crcw system ex¬ 
ists, But it has been mostly confined within the framework cf tour- 
gee is-minded groups. Black and white workers must take the leader¬ 
ship and unite tc trample capitalism, war and jim-crow underfoot. 
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At- a txice when poll deal 1 a b o r organisations 


are folding uo, left and right, the 


neoc. to 


koep alive a "'workers 1 paper with a revoluti- \ 
v ionary message grows evei’ more important. You \ 

\ who feel this need, who get discouraged when \ 

\ you see whole sections of the labor movement \ 

\ quit, can stow all this. Contribute your i-\ 
\ deas, your shop reports, your funds, and es- 
\ tablish more firmly a workers' press. 
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